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ABOUT THE FILM

In 1980, autism was a relatively rare
disorder, diagnosed in one in 10,000
children in the United States. Now it is one
in 150.
AUTISM: THE MUSICAL counters today’s
bleak statistics with one woman’s optimistic
pledge to lead a group of autistic children
in defying diagnosed expectations by
writing, rehearsing and performing their
own full-length musical.
Following five Los Angeles children over the
course of six months, director Tricia Regan
captures the struggles and triumphs of their
family lives and observes how this musical
production gives these performers a
comfort zone in which they can explore
their creative sides.
Both on and off stage, AUTISM: THE
MUSICAL is a call-to-arms, bringing
attention to a modern-day epidemic, all
the while celebrating the way the human
spirit can overcome any challenge.
(Photo, from left to right, Adam, Neal, Elaine Hall, Lexi,
Henry, Wyatt. Photo by Cindy Gold)

CRITICAL ACCLAIM FOR AUTISM: THE MUSICAL

“As riveting as it is revelatory…downright joyous at times…moving, dramatic…eloquently
attesting to the transformative power of theatre…amazingly candid…astonishing…”
Variety, 4/07
“One of the most candid, down-to-earth, organically inspirational documentaries you’ll
ever see….an unsentimental, simply photographed chronicle of the autism epidemic
that doesn’t try to show too much or conceal the rough places.
Amazing…extraordinary…it will have audiences cheering long before the final act.”
Boston Globe, 11/07
“A marvelous new documentary.” NY Times, 6/07
“A TRIUMPH… a revelatory character study, with all the joy and heartbreak you’d expect
from a Hollywood tearjerker, but AUTISM: THE MUSICAL is anything but maudlin…it’s a film
that everyone should see.” Seattle Times, 9/07

“A heart-wrenching and heart-warming documentary…the dialogue the film opens is as
vivid and fierce an any hot-button topic in our country today.” Cinema Blend, 4/07
“Compelling and compassionate.” Film Festival Today, 7/07
“You are going to love AUTISM: THE MUSICAL…. Remarkable and memorable…keeps
one engrossed from beginning to end, taking controlled chaos to a new level… the film
reveals as much about the children as it does about their incredibly candid parents’
relationships.” Rhode Island Mercury, 6/07
“Fresh and optimistic… you will never view autism the same after seeing this
documentary.”
Newport This Week, 6/07
“An uplifting story…if it doesn’t help you understand what autism is, then nothing will.”
Blog review,
Adam’s Life, posted 4/27/07
“A really moving, funny and fascinating piece of work.”
posted 11/4/07

Blog review, Onestarwatt,

“Just pure magic…unforgettable…I can’t even begin to express how much is packed
into this tiny, extraordinary film…. Don’t miss it. It’s a thing of beauty.” Blog Review,
Silicon Valley Moms Blog and
The Family Room Blog, posted 10/26/07
“The film is beautiful, honest, and inspiring… if I had known about the film earlier I would
have gone all three nights, bringing more people with me each time. It’s quite possible
that I would have completely run out of Kleenex, however.” Blog Revew, The
WonderWheel, 10/22/07
“The film grabs you by the scruff of the neck and doesn’t let go until the very end of the
credits, and to be honest, for even several hours afterwards….far from being a maudlin
look at “these poor kids,” this moving, powerful film is an absolute must-see. Two great
big thumbs up.” Blog Review, Vancover International Film Festival Film Blog, viewer
review, posted 10/3/07
“Grabs the viewer subtly and boldly all at the same time. “Must-see” is an overused
cliché, but I can think of no other way to simply get to the point about this documentary.
Tricia Regan did what excellent documentary directors do, she let the subjects come to
her, but she didn’t shy away. It is an almost impossible balance…Regan brings children
and their parents before our eyes for our own judgement (as) they face decisions and
challenges we find almost impossible to consider.” Blog Review, Wordpress, posted

10/22/07

By RONNIE SCHEIB
Eloquently attesting to the transformative power of theater, "Autism: The Musical," an
upbeat docu about putting on a musical for, with and by autistic children, proves as
riveting as it is revelatory. With diagnosed cases of the disease rapidly escalating in
America throughout the last decade, this docu's exploration of alternative methods of
treatment seems opportune, not to mention downright joyous at times. Moving,
dramatic, therapeutic and unburdened by reliance on talking heads, uplifting "Musical"
could claim a real shot at limited arthouse distribution before it finds a home on the small
screen.
Like Scott Kennedy's "OT: Our Town," about a socially disadvantaged group of kids
mounting an amateur theatrical production against all odds, Tricia Regan's film skillfully
weaves the lives of its subjects around progressive stages of rehearsals over a period of
six months -- creating an organic arc that allows for a tremendous degree of information
to be dispensed within the evolving storyline.
Each time the camera returns to a new run-through, the viewer has been granted
increased familiarity and greater identification with the kids and their parents. As the film
concerns a process of socialization whereby isolated figures onstage learn to relate to
one another, so the film's unfolding structure effects a process of socialization for the
audience.
Pic has virtually no exposition per se. It is the parents who serve as the conduits to their
children and, in amazingly candid one-on-ones with helmer-lenser Regan, lay bare the
difficulties and rewards of dealing with an autistic child. The parents also provide a
startling amount of camcorder footage that illustrates their testimony, as homemovies
show their offspring in seemingly normal infancy before gradually exhibiting more erratic
behavior. Even the film's central figure, innovative educator and children's acting coach
Elaine Hall, is herself the mother of an autistic child who appears in the play-within-thefilm.As the docu makes blindingly clear, autism is rightly understood as an umbrella term
that encompasses an astonishing range of symptoms; not only is each child very
different, but so is his or her disease. Supposedly normal ways of evaluating subjects'
individual capacities can quickly become invalid. In one of the pic's most surprising
moments, Elaine's son Neal, a severely autistic kid who does not speak, manages to
focus long enough to utilize a keyboarded voicebox, unexpectedly revealing an almost
sardonic control of language.
Regan primarily focuses on five children and their parents, and not the least of the pic's
accomplishments is that all five kids' one-of-a-kind quirks and temperaments are fully
experienced without excessive reference to medical terminology or anything extrinsic. By
the time it's revealed that one of the fathers is Stephen Stills, the information seems
entirely secondary to his son's unique personality and encyclopedic knowledge of
dinosaurs. With nary a throbbing violin (though one boy plays the cello), pic manifests
each child's value, minimizing neither their undoubted potential nor their very real
problems.
Docu's feeling of intimacy is greatly enhanced by Regan's ability to do her own lensing
and by one particular girl's smiling, out-of-the-corner-of-her-eye complicity with the
camera.

"Autism: The Musical" is a triumph onscreen and off
By Jeff Shannon
"Autism: The Musical," a documentary directed and
photographed by Tricia Regan. 94 minutes. Not rated;
contains brief language.
The kids in "Autism: The Musical" deserve a standing
ovation, right along with their parents.
The musical-comedy revue that they perform near the
end of Tricia Regan's remarkable film is the
culmination of a six-month "Miracle Project" program
founded and directed in Los Angeles by Elaine Hall,
the mother of an autistic child.

Henry and his mother Kristen

Focusing on parental perspectives and the unique
challenges faced by five autistic children as they
prepare for their stage debut, Regan structures
her film as a revelatory character study, with all the joy
and heartbreak you'd expect from a Hollywood
tearjerker.

Lexi and her mother Hillary

But "Autism: The Musical" is anything but maudlin: It's an
eyes-wide-open account of tenacity and triumph for
parents and children alike. Considering the dramatic
rise in the number of children born with autism, it's a film
that everyone should see and appreciate.

One of the performers (a bright kid with Asberger's
Syndrome) is the son of musician Stephen Stills, but any
hint of celebrity is downplayed by Regan's
careful attention to personalities and progress.
By the time the kids arrive for their red-carpet premiere,
we've entered their world as rewardingly as they've
emerged into ours.

Wyatt and his mother Diane

LOOK AT AUTISM SINGS BY PLAYING IT STRAIGHT
By Janice Page
Globe Correspondent
November 17, 2007
Bostonians were talking about autism long before it was trendy. Thanks to high-profile
local organizations such as the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism, this disorder has
been a "cause celeb" around here for many years.
more stories like this
Now it's seemingly everywhere, diagnosed in about one in 150 children, and Jenny
McCarthy just wrote a book about it.
Time for "Autism: The Musical." Don't be afraid. As flip and gaudy as that title might sound,
this spare little movie is actually one of the most candid, down-to-earth, organically
inspirational documentaries you'll ever see.
Directed by Tricia Regan ("Soldiers Pay"), the film follows the lives of five autistic children in
Los Angeles, where an extraordinary woman named Elaine Hall is determined to feature
them in an original stage production. Hall calls her mission the Miracle Project, and she
brings to it skills honed professionally as an acting coach, writer, performer, and
educator, and, personally, as the mother of an autistic boy.
Given that the setting is LA, you might expect Hollywood polish. But Hall and her cast
seem as regular as they are special. And Regan, who also shot and co-produced the
film, wisely delivers an unsentimental, simply photographed chronicle of the autism
epidemic that doesn't try to show too much or conceal the rough places.
In mounting their stage production - an amazing undertaking for kids who frequently
have issues with chaos and communication - the people in this movie fail about as often
as they succeed. They prop each other up and they tear each other down. They laugh,
cry, yell, hit, hug. The hug is clearly the hardest part for some.
It isn't until well into the documentary that Regan reveals that musician Stephen Stills is
the father of one 10-year-old cast member. Another director might have exploited that
fact; here it seems almost an unwanted aside.
As in "Mad Hot Ballroom" and other recent kid-focused, artistically-inclined
documentaries, what happens onstage is only a small fraction of the point in "Autism: The
Musical." That's why it will have audiences cheering long before the final act.

About the Miracle Project
The Miracle Project is an innovative and exciting musical theater program that brings
together typically developing children and children with special needs in an atmosphere
of creativity, acceptance and joy. The Miracle Project was created by Elaine Hall,
founder of Kids On Stage, Inc., as a theater and video arts program which emphasizes
creativity, self expression and social consciousness. Elaine is the mother of a child
diagnosed with autism, the founder of Special Kids Productions, which uses creativity and
joy to bring out the best in all children and has written and directed over thirty children’s
plays.

ABOUT THE FOUNDER AND CHILDREN OF THE MIRACLE PROJECT

Elaine Hall - Founder
Elaine is an Educator, Writer, Consultant, Performer,
and Professional Acting Coach for television and film
who has written and directed over 30 children’s plays.
Most recently, she was the Children’s Acting Coach
on AKEELAH AND THE BEE.
Her unique, positive
relationship-building approach to children’s arts
education has been featured in many documentaries
and publications. She has served as a drama coach
for Wildwood School, UCLA Bruin Kids, Pressman
Academy, Walt Disney Studios, Universal Studios, ABC
Television, and Nickelodeon.

Elaine with her son Neal

Elaine is the founder of Kids On Stage, Inc. and is the mother of Neal, a very special child
whom she adopted from a Russian orphanage, diagnosed autistic. When traditional
therapies did not help Neal, Elaine sought creative people (actors, writers, musicians), to
work with her son. She developed these methods to create The Miracle Project. Elaine
now coaches both typical and “special” children with relationship, self-esteem and selfconfidence issues, as well as coaching children and young adults seeking a professional
career in the entertainment industry. Elaine is currently writing and producing a children’s
CD celebrating diversity, positive thinking and kindness to others.
Neal
I am 12 years old and in the 6th grade. I am mainstreamed in all typically developing
classes. My favorite subject is Lunchtime and Math. In my spare time I enjoy eating at
restaurants with Zack, playing computer games, taking walks, hiking and being with
Mom. Autism makes it hard for me to express how I am feeling and what I want. My hope
is that I will learn to talk someday. I would like to help the world understand people with
disabilities better. I wish that people would be more understanding of people with
disabilities.

Adam
Adam stunned his family by teaching himself to play blues
harmonica when he was two. He has sung opera and at
seven, Adam fell in love with the cello and has not looked
back. He has performed at Disney Hall’s Redcat theater
with jazz great Patrice Rushen and jammed at The House
of Blues with his favorite “punk cello” band, Rasputina.
Adam loves trains, paper airplanes, hairstyling, D.J.
scratching, long division science fairs, and roofs. He is nine
and in third grade. He loves Ms. Vee, Coach E., and all
the helpers and children in The Miracle Project.
Henry
I am 10 years old. I like playing video games, playing with
toys, and playing outside.
My knowledge of the dinosaur and reptile world is vast.
My experience in The Miracle Project has been the
greatest experience ever. They put on great plays and I
have a lot of fun. I want to thank my family, friends and
all my fans.
Lexi
I am 14 years old. My favorite subject at school is
reading, math, science and lunch. How are you doing? I
had a wonderful time in the Miracle Project. I sang
"Miracles." I like to dance. I like to sing. I like to go to the
coffee store, the beach and I like to go to Ronnie's to
drink Sprite, eat a jack & cheddar omelet, black beans,
side of chips, toast and then I'm full. When I am a grownup, in the future, I will be a teenager, I would become a
woman and I would be like Britney Spears.
Wyatt
As a budding actor, writer and musician, Wyatt’s
inspiration comes from imaginative storytelling, such as
Harry Potter and Lemony Snicket. He dreams of
becoming a famous author, and helping the earth.
Wyatt loves to organic garden, hike tall mountains, ski in
blizzards, dive under crashing surf and adventure travel.
He has a passion for orchids, for in them, he sees the love
and the light. Wyatt extends many thanks to all his friends
that help to make The Miracle Project possible with their
generosity.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Tricia Regan (Director, Cinematographer & Producer)
Tricia Regan is an award winning director, producer, and cinematographer of
documentary film and television. Her film work has been theatrically distributed and
broadcast on five different continents in six different languages and includes A LEAP OF
FAITH, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 1996, and SOLDIERS PAY (2004)
which she co-directed with filmmakers David O. Russell and Juan Carlos Zaldivar. For
television, Ms. Regan directs, produces and shoots for ABC, Fox, NBC, MTV, VH1, Lifetime
and TLC. This is Ms. Regan’s first feature film cinematography credit.
Kim Roberts (Editor)
Kim Roberts is an Emmy-Nominated editor of feature documentaries. Her work includes
two Oscar Nominees and Sundance Grand Jury Prize Winners: DAUGHTER FROM
DANANG and LONG NIGHT’S JOURNEY INTO DAY, as well as TWO DAYS IN OCTOBER
(2006 Emmy and Peabody) THE FALL OF FUJIMORI (Sundance), LOST BOYS OF SUDAN
(Independent Spirit Award), A HARD STRAIGHT (Grand Prize, SXSW), and DADDY & PAPA
(Sundance). She also works with her husband to write/direct narrative films, including the
feature WILDERNESS SURVIVAL FOR GIRLS (distributed by ContentFilm). Kim received her
Masters Degree in Documentary Film Production from Stanford University.
Perrin Chiles (Producer)
Perrin Chiles founded In Effect Films, a nonprofit documentary film company created
with the purpose of affecting social change through film. AUTISM: THE MUSICAL is the first
film produced by In Effect Films. Chiles is also the co-founder of Ballyhoo Entertainment
Group, an Internet marketplace for user-generated, brand-oriented content. Prior to
moving to Los Angeles, Perrin assisted in the fundraising endeavors and business
organization of Elevation Partners, a leading media and entertainment leveraged
buyout fund with $1.8 billion under management. Before Elevation, Perrin worked at Silver
Lake Partners, a premier technology private equity fund with $2.3 billion under
management. Chiles graduated from the University of Virginia (B.A. Economics & History)
in 1999.
Sasha Alpert (Producer)
Sasha Alpert is currently Vice President of Creative Affairs at Bunim/Murray Productions.
Additionally she wrote, directed and produced a documentary on the Western Film as
part of the PBS series The American Cinema. She has produced numerous
documentaries and specials for PBS including films on Film Noir, on poets Sylvia Plath and
TS Eliot for the VOICES & VISIONS series and on Nobel Laureate Joseph Brodsky. Alpert
also produced FOREVER HOLLYWOOD a film about the history of Hollywood -- which has
been playing continuously at the Egyptian theater in Los Angeles for over six years.
Additionally, she has produced specials for CBS, MTV, TBS and The Disney Channel. Ms.
Alpert has also cast a total of eleven seasons of THE REAL WORLD; six seasons of ROAD
RULES; three seasons of STARTING OVER; three seasons of THE SIMPLE LIFE; BAD GIRLS and
many other network and cable shows.

Jonathan Murray (Executive Producer)
Widely credited with inventing the modern reality television genre, Jonathan Murray
continues to inspire, influence and entertain television audiences worldwide. Since the
1992 launch of The Real World (MTV), Murray has created and executive produced more
than 50 seasons and close to 2000 hours of the industry’s most innovative unscripted
entertainment television, as well as its first unscripted feature film.
Today, as Chairman and President of Bunim-Murray Productions, Murray guides the
creative process that has distinguished the company’s shows since the early 1990s. In
2007, the company has continued to thrive, producing projects for primetime and cable
television platforms, including the 18th season of The Real World (MTV), the 13th season
of The Real World/Road Rules Challenge, the fourth installment of The Simple Life (E!) and
upcoming series The Bad Girls Club (Oxygen).
Murray has received Emmy nominations for The Real World, Road Rules and Starting
Over. In 2005, he received his first Emmy Award for Starting Over. Murray graduated
from the University of Missouri School of Journalism. He lives in Los Angeles.
Joey Carson (Executive Producer)
With unparalleled experience in business, finance and entertainment production, Joey
Carson recently served as Chief Executive Officer of Bunim-Murray Productions. Carson
entered the company after it had earned acclaim for producing MTV’s “The Real World”
for over a decade as well as “Road Rules,” “Making the Band” and other popular
unscripted television series. Early in his tenure he launched a number of production
management initiatives that generated a string of unscripted entertainment “firsts”: the
first reality sitcom (“The Simple Life” for Fox), the first reality feature film (The Real Cancun
with New Line) and the first real-life daytime drama strip (Emmy award-winning “Starting
Over,” syndicated by NBC Universal).
Over the course of his career, Carson has been involved with over $1 billion of television
production and finance, spanning network, cable and first-run syndication. He recently
left Bunim-Murray to pursue other options.

Janet Grillo (Executive Producer)
Janet Grillo worked at New Line Cinema for over a decade, beginning as free lance
story editor and working through the ranks to become Sr. VP of Production, East Coast.
She has produced Sundance Award Winning independent feature films such as
SPANKING THE MONKEY, HOUSE PARTY, HANGING WITH THE HOMEBOYS and JOE THE
KING. Janet is a writer/producer and frequent blogger on the HUFFINGTON POST. She is
the mother of a 12-year old son on the Autism Spectrum, and a Board Member of Cure
Autism Now Foundation.
David S. Glynn (Executive Producer)
David has spent the past three years in the music business in artist management and
development for Eric Godtland Management, a boutique artist management company
based in San Francisco, California. David previously worked as an analyst at Glynn
Capital Management, an investment management firm focused on emerging growth
technology companies. David also spent a year working at investment bank Robertson
Stephens as an analyst in the enterprise software group. David is attending the Stanford
Graduate School of Business as a Second Year MBA student.

Kristen Stills (Executive Producer)
Kristen and husband Stephen Stills started the Stephen Stills Children’s Music Project, a
nonprofit organization that donates instruments to public schools. Kristen has overseen
the foundation since its inception, and under her supervision, the foundation has
donated thousands of musical instruments to public schools nationwide. Kristen and
Stephen have been very active in political fundraising events for many years that have
included presidential, gubernatorial and congressional fundraisers. Kristen has spent over
two decades working with children, where most recently, Kristen has spent the last six
years caring for various special needs children. Additionally, Kristen speaks publicly on
natural parenting at various conferences and expos.
Mike Semple (Composer)
Tucson native Mike Semple spends a busy career composing music for film and writing,
producing, recording and performing with his bands Secretary Bird and Friends Of Dean
Martinez. Prior to AUTISM: THE MUSICAL, Mike most recently scored the Richard Linklater
film FAST FOOD NATION from Fox/Searchlight. Secretary Bird’s new self-titled album,
called “Secretary Bird” on In De Goot/Universal Fontana Records, has recently been
released. Additionally the soundtrack to “Fast Food Nation” available on Park the Van
Records in stores now.
About Bunim-Murray Productions
For well over a decade, television networks and viewers around the world have looked
to Bunim-Murray Productions for groundbreaking, unprecedented and unforgettable
reality entertainment. Widely credited with creating the reality television genre and
known for several hit series such as The Real World (MTV), Road Rules (MTV), The Simple
Life (E!) and Starting Over (syndicated), Bunim-Murray infuses its finely tuned sense of
dramatic story structure to turn the ordinary tales of real people into extraordinary
television programming and filmed entertainment.
The company has continued to
successfully reinvent the genre with the first-ever game reality show (Road Rules), then
with the first-ever reality daytime soap (Starting Over), once more with the first-ever
reality comedy (The Simple Life) and most recently with the first-ever multi-platform reality
series (Road Rules 2007).
Bunim-Murray has produced five Real World-inspired specials: A Tribute to Pedro Zamora
(a cast member of The Real World-San Francisco who died of AIDS in 1994 at the age of
22); The Real World Reunion featuring the casts from the first four seasons; The Real World
Reunion 2000 with the casts from Miami, Boston, Seattle and Hawaii; The Real WorldUnmasked, a talk with the New Orleans cast following their season finale; and The Real
World 10th Anniversary Special. Because the show’s fans frequently ask how each cast is
selected from over 35,000 annual applications, Bunim-Murray has created casting
specials about the process as a prelude to five seasons of The Real World and Road
Rules. Additionally, ten home videos and eight books based on the series have been
released to date.
About In Effect Films
In Effect Films was co-founded by Perrin Chiles and David Glynn with the goal of using
the medium of documentary film to affect change in society. In Effect Films is a
California-based
501(c)3
nonprofit
organization
that
produces
high-quality
documentaries on significant social issues affecting children. AUTISM: THE MUSICAL is the
debut production from In Effect Films.

